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HALF MOON CAST 
 

Haley Schmalbach - Avery 
Lauren Fogarty - Cece 
Andrew Diaz - Ethan 
Ilana Klein - Giselle 
Olivia Ringel - Jamie 
Ross Pohling - Paul 

HALF MOON CREW 
 

Kyle Hamilton - Director/Co-Author 
Lauren Fogarty - Artistic Director/Co-Author/Assistant Producer 

Christopher Patti - Assistant Director 
Jessica Fabiano - Stage Manager/Props 

Haley Schmalbach - Set Designer/Set Dresser 
Lexy Lefkovits - Lighting Design 

Christine DiGiovanni - Sound Design and Lighting & Sound Ops 
Ilana Klein - Costume Design & Props 

Jesse Johnson - Stage Crew 
Garrett Gallinot - Producer 

Darren Nye - Producer & Playbill 

Due to the mature themes and topics in the play, 
we advise audience members be 12+ or accompanied by an adult. 

Thank you for your understanding!   





DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
Hello and welcome to the premiere production of Half Moon by Kyle Hamilton and 
Lauren Fogarty. As both a co-writer and director of this show I hope that you not only 
enjoy tonight's performance but also walk away having experienced an emotional jour-
ney through the lives of our six characters. Prior to arriving at this show many of you 
may have taken note of the subject matter in our content and trigger warnings. I want to 
assure you now that the scenes which cover these subjects have been crafted and treated 
with the utmost respect. We are here to have an honest conversation and provide an 
honest portrayal of topics often viewed as taboo or generally too "uncomfortable" to 
discuss in casual conversation. It is my hope that after this performance you walk away 
with a new perspective on having those difficult conversations.   
 

The Suicide & Crisis Hotline - dial or text: 988 - Or visit https://988lifeline.org 

 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST 
Haley Schmalbach (Avery) is honored to be a part of Half Moon. An accomplished 
actress, choreographer, and scenic designer, Haley has performed throughout the region, 
most notably at Kelsey Theatre and with Phoenix Productions at the Count Basie Thea-
tre. Favorite roles include Jovie in Elf, Judy Haynes in White Christmas, and Cathy in 
Last Five Years. She received the Kelsey Award for best ensemble for Newsies. Thanks 
to the cast and crew for a wonderful experience and to Chris for always taking care of 
his messy wife. 

Lauren Fogarty (Cece) is thrilled to be making her Villagers debut! As one of the au-
thors of Half Moon, she is so grateful to Villagers and In Death’s Company for making 
this dream a reality. Lauren has most recently been seen on the Somerset Valley Players 
Stage. Previous roles at SVP include: The Hollow (Gerda), Harvey (Myrtle Mae Sim-
mons), Calender Girls (Celia), Dearly Departed (Suzanne), Evil Dead the Musical 
(Shelly). Other favorite roles include: Guys and Dolls (Hot Box Girl), and Annie 
(Annie). Endless thanks to the cast and the crew, who have been an absolute dream 
come true. Special thanks to her parents Wanda and Jim, her family, her friends, her 
fiancé Ian, and Kyle, for being an amazing confidante and writing partner. Instagram: 
@misslaurenlipstick. 

Andrew Diaz (Ethan) has been with the Half Moon family since the very first staged 
reading of the play and he is so excited to finally bring this amazing show to life. Previ-
ous credits include Puffs (Wayne Hopkins), A Christmas Tail (Carlos), Scrooge (Bob 
Cratchit), Titanic (Harold Bride), and many more! Andrew is an acting teacher at The 
Allegra School of Music and Art in Hillsborough, NJ. He’d like to shout out any of his 
students who came to support him! He’d like to thank Kyle and Lauren for trusting him 
with this amazing work of art! He’d also like to thank his parents for supporting him in 
everything he does! Finally, he’d like to remind everyone that if you are ever struggling, 
always reach out! You are loved! 

JOIN US FOR A TALK-BACK WITH THE CAST 

SUNDAY AUGUST 21st—IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOW - about 4:30pm 

All previously ticketed patrons are invited to attend, after the show doors are opened 





Ilana Klein (Giselle) is thrilled to be bringing this incredible character to life in the new 
production of Half Moon! This is the first play that Ilana has been a part of in quite some 
time, so she is so excited to share the stage with some of the most talented actors, direc-
tors, and crew she has worked with. Ilana attended FPAC at Howell High School (Acting 
Class of 2013) and spent a short time at The Hartt School for Musical Theater/Acting 
before deciding to pursue her degree in Psychology. Ilana thanks the entire cast and crew 
for making this such a wonderful experience, and a special thanks to her friends, family, 
and husband Elijah for their support and for keeping her moon full. 

Olivia Ringel (Jamie) is thrilled to be a part of the first ever production of Half Moon! 
She is currently a student at West Chester University and is majoring in Early Education. 
She was in a production of Disaster! (Ben/Lisa) at Somerset Valley Players (SVP), and 
many plays and musicals throughout her middle school and high school career. Olivia 
wants to give a special thanks to her mom and dad for always supporting her acting ca-
reer, and the cast and crew members of Half Moon for welcoming her with open arms. 

Ross Pohling (Paul) is a physics teacher and community theatre actor. He first studied 
acting with Cynthia Meryl at New Jersey Youth Theatre. At Binghamton University, he 
performed with the student-run community theatre groups Hinman Production Compa-
ny and Dickinson Community Platers. More recently, Ross had studied craft with Jared 
Kelner. 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CREW 
Kyle Hamilton (Director/Co-Author) Kyle is excited to be sharing with you all not 
only his debut as a playwright but also as a director. Kyle has had past directing experi-
ence working as an assistant director under Mike Muller for SVP's production of "Play 
On" and Emily Windus for SVP's virtual production of "Dad's Christmas Mira-
cle." Kyle values the skills he learned from Mike and Emily and applied many of their 
styles of show management alongside his own style that he developed over the course of 
this production. Kyle expresses gratitude to In Death's Company and Villagers Theatre 
for having faith in this original project and first time director. Love and thanks to all who 
have supported this process. Thank you to my co-author Lauren Fogarty for putting up 
with my procrastination for writing. Thank you to My assistant director Chris Patti for 
helping focus and shape the show with his keen eye for detail. Lastly, thank you to my 
family for the support of my creative endeavors. 

Lauren Fogarty (Artistic Director/Co-Author/Assistant Producer) is so thankful to 
Villagers and In Death’s Company for believing in the show that she and Kyle Hamilton 
spent years writing. This is Lauren’s first time working behind the scenes for a full live 
production! Previous credits include Four Weddings and an Elvis (SVP Virtual Produc-
tion, Assistant Producer) and the Misfit Cabaret (In Death’s Company, Co-Director and 
Producer.) Lauren is also the New Works Production chair of In Death’s Company, and 
she is so grateful to launch the program with a play that she co-authored. She would like 
to thank the cast and crew (again) for being so incredible.  If you’re ever struggling, you 
aren’t alone. Please call the Suicide and Crisis Hotline at 988 if you need help. 

Christopher Patti (Assistant Director) has performed in New Jersey community thea-
ter for the past 20 years. This is his first time in a directing role and he is very fortunate 
to work with this talented and dedicated team. He sends his heartfelt thanks to Kyle 
Hamilton and Lauren Fogarty for the opportunity to be part of this amazing journey. 
Thank you for being here and hope you enjoy the performance. 





Jessica Fabiano (Stage Manager/Props) whether on stage or back stage, Jessica is 
always happy to be working in a theater. Some of her favorite productions to work on 
have been Singin' in the Rain, Crazy for You, and The Bald Soprano. She would like to 
thank her friends and family for always supporting her and following her wherever the 
spotlight might shine. 

Haley Schmalbach (Set Designer/Set Dresser) has received multiple Perry nomina-
tions for her work as a scenic designer, most recently for Scenery with MPOnStage. Fa-
vorite set designs include American Idiot, Newsies, …Spelling Bee, and Fiddler. Haley is 
also an accomplished actress and choreographer and a scenic charge for Phoenix Produc-
tions. Thank you to the writers of Half Moon for entrusting me with their vision.  

Lexy Lefkovits (Lighting Design) returns to designing after a solid hiatus, during 
which she explored her onstage talents. Most recently, she appeared in the In Death’s 
Company production of The Last Days of Judas Iscariot as Satan. She is excited to bring 
the “warm glow of borrowed light” to this beautiful production. 

Christine DiGiovanni (Sound Design and Lighting & Sound Ops) is very excited to 
be a part of the original play Half Moon! Her recent credits include lighting design for A 
Seussified Christmas Carol, A Funny Thing Happened...Forum, Jack of Diamonds, and 
The Christmas Bus, and sound design for Death of a Salesman at Somerset Valley Play-
ers. Away from the theater, Christine recently earned her degree in Medical Laboratory 
Science and is spending her free time attempting to learn the fiddle. She wants to thank 
her husband Rob, their two cats, one rabbit, and 57 goldfish for always supporting her 
passions. 

Ilana Klein (Costume Design & Props) in addition to playing Giselle in this produc-
tion of Half Moon, Ilana has also been involved in the costuming and props. She thanks 
Lauren (costumes) for her artistic spirit, and Jess (props/stage manag-
ing/crew/everything!) for her flexibility, loyalty, and hard work. Thanks to the people 
who have made her first experience working on props and costumes fun and creative! 

Garrett Gallinot (Producer) is one of the founders of In Death’s Company. As Presi-
dent, he has produced The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, assisted in the coordination of 
The Misfit Cabaret, and helped launch a summer education program. He is extremely 
proud to help launch our New Works program alongside so many talented and wonderful 
artists. This is a play that means so much to so many and it is only through the relentless 
dedication of it’s creative and performative team that it was able to come to the fruition it 
so rightly deserves. Theater is, and always will be, an outlet by which we express our rela-
tionship with the human condition. Pieces such as this are extraordinarily special. Half 
Moon approaches and discusses aspects of the human condition that are often very diffi-
cult to examine. It does so boldly and honestly. It is also a story within itself - this perfor-
mance is a testament not only to it’s narrative message, but to the grit and fortitude that is 
required to bring a piece such as this to life. In Death’s Company is honored to provide a 
small bit of the kindling required for this piece to burn bright.  

Darren Nye (Producer) has been producing and directing shows at Villagers Theatre 
and Somerset Valley Players since 2012. Director Credits include: MatchKlatch Game, 
Calendar Girls, The Uninvited, Welcome to the Family, Falsettos, 8 The Play, And The 
Winner Is, and Avow. He was last seen on stage at Villagers in "Inherit The Wind" as 
Rev. Jeremiah Brown. Producer credits include: Titanic, Villagers Survey Feud, Picnic, 
Edges, God of Carnage. Darren sends sincere congratulations to Kyle and Lauren for 
"making it happen"! And love to his partner Patrick. 
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James Mosser - for arranging “All Night Long” 

Matt Schorr of Mailbox Business Center 
601 US HWY 206, Hillsborough Township, NJ 08844, 908-874-6200 

John Maurer - thank you for everything you’ve done for this production! 

 
A Special Message To Somerset Valley Players 

Playwrights Kyle Hamilton and Lauren Fogarty would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge another theatre company who played a pivotal role helping Half Moon to 
come to fruition. Over the course of the three years and many drafts of the show, 
Somerset Valley Players consistently opened their stage to our production to hold stage 
readings and seek audience feedback. The show you see today is a result of having that 
opportunity. Kyle and Lauren met through acting at SVP along with many of the cast 
and crew of this show. We sincerely thank SVP for all of their support. 

 
WITH LOVE TO ALL, FROM KYLE & LAUREN 

In Death’s Company 

Villagers Theatre & Devin Massih - 
Thanks for believing in us!!! 

Our Sponsors - appearing herein! 

Kelsey Theatre 

Hayden Production Services 

Allegra Mroz - awesome artwork 

Haley Schmalbach - a world of thanks 
for everything you’ve done! 

Franklin Park Volunteer Fire Co! 

Pat Rounds 

Melissa Gaynor 

Katie Sillitti - Intimacy Coordinator 

 

 
















